
Where Are the Foreigners Retiring in Nicaragua Living? 

  

The hottest Nicaraguan retirement destinations right now are the colonial cities 
of Granada and Leon, the capital of Managua, and most notably the southwestern corner of 
the Pacific coast around San Juan del Sur, where beachfront property options abound. 
Matagalpa, a beautiful town in the mountains is just now rising on the radar as expats begin 
to move in and set up homes and businesses. 

Lets look at the financial country comparison data. We looked at Mexico, Panama, Costa Rica, 
Colombia and Chile. All great places to live but alas there are some negatives in my view. 
High cost of buying a home, high cost of living and in some instance too many expatriates and 
in certain cases too much crime. 

How to Invest in Nicaragua and Profit From Emerging Investment Opportunities 

For nearly any product you can think of, there is a market in Nicaragua. Today, as thousands 
of Nicaraguans who fled the Sandinistas during the revolution return to their native country, 
they bring with them sophisticated tastes and an appetite for the kinds of goods and services 
they grew accustomed to while in exile in the United States and in Canada. Their return has 
proved to be an incredibly stabilizing force in this country–both economically and politically. 
After all, these were the attorneys, the doctors, the better educated in the society who fled. 

And now they understand how a free-market economy works. They understand democracy. 
They speak English. And, perhaps most critically, they form a true middle class with 
expendable income to buy the goods and services to which they’d become accustomed in 
North America. That spells opportunity for you. 

Nicaragua has one of the fastest real GDP growth rates in Central America. The country has 
complied (unlike many other nations) with prescribed IMF demands for cutting its deficit, 
implementing structural reforms, and maintaining overall monetary stability. 

Nicaragua is set to benefit from rapid and sustained economic growth in the years to come, 
growth it has encouraged with the passage of several laws specifically designed to attract and 
protect foreign investors. According to the Economic and Commercial Section at the U.S. 
Embassy in Nicaragua, “The in-flow of foreign direct investment has almost doubled [for the 
most recently-available figures]–from US$97 million in 1996 to US$184 in 1998.” About one-
third of that investment comes from the United States…investment primarily in agriculture, 
construction, services, industry, mining, energy, tourism, and aquaculture.
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